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The Theology of Sin vs Sins
Sometimes we use the words “sin” and “sins” to
mean the same thing. And yet, “sin” and “sins” mean
two different things.
You could define “sin” as the basic source for all of
the bad things that we do (“sins”). The Lutheran
understanding of sin is that when we are born, we
are born with a basic human selfishness and
rebelliousness towards God. That sin, or brokenness,
is encoded in our very DNA as humans.
The apostle Paul calls it “the flesh” - the part of us
that is anchored in the brokenness of this world. All
of our individual sins develop out of that basic
selfishness and desire to have our own way. And so,
we have all of the individual sins of greed, lust, envy,
pride, hate, slander of our neighbor, despair and
every other sin(s) that you can imagine.
Sometimes a person does not feel very sinful. In
fact, they might feel like they do not really sin at all
since they have not killed anyone or directly stolen
anything from anyone. And yet, that very basic sin is
a part of every human being.
For instance, each of us generally wants to get the
cheapest price for any product that you might buy.
That feeling is the individual sin called “greed”. It is
the product of our basic selfishness or sin.
Now, you might assume that expecting the
cheapest price for a product is “fair”. And yet, we
often get products at such low prices because the
initial laborers are not paid fairly. This would be
called the sin of “injustice”. It is also a product of our
basic sin.
But since other middlemen create the system
where the laborer does not get fairly paid, you and I
do not see this injustice directly. The larger
economic system that we live in and support creates
the injustice. But you and I are an integral part of this
system. It is our system and so, we are tainted or
collaterally sinful as a result.

This is why the church supports such things a “Fair
Trade” coffee and chocolate. These products as more
expensive because the laborers are more fairly paid.
But they do not begin to cover the abundance of
unfairly paid products - like the bananas we eat every
day.
Another reason that many of our products are so
cheap is because we out-source the environmental
damage that manufacturing these products produce.
For instance, our blue jeans are made in Mexico
because it would be too expensive to obey the
environmental laws that keep America clean. The
same is true for all of our plastic toys and cups and
bowls, etc.
And then, of course, there are the various direct
sins like hate, and anger, and deception which is also
called lying. And stealing does not have to come from
a store, it happens every time you download a song
that someone else bought (or didn’t buy).
The bottom line is that each of us is steeped in sin and we all commit various sins daily - even if you
really would rather not do these things. It is very
important that we recognize our sinfulness. While it
may make you feel guilty at first - the intention is to
make you feel thankful to God that Jesus has forgive
all of your sin (and sins). So that you are fully a part
of God’s love and joy and eternal life. Living in that
continual forgiveness is called grace. Living in God’s
grace.
There is a very important scene and parable that
Jesus tells on this point - Luke 7:36-50. (You should
stop reading this article and read that parable for
deeper understanding.) Those who know they are
forgiven much live in joy and thanksgiving every day.

- Pastor Steve

OUR CHURCH FAMILY IN OUR PRAYERS
Homewood: Eileen Grothey, Julia Mummert and Phyllis Frock
Hanover Hall: Mildred Raubenstine
The Brethren Home: Shelva Laughman
At Home: Karen Brown, Robyn Duppins, Cindy, Lori Shaffer, Jim Krumrine, Larry Bixler, Cynthia Waters,
Marlene Redding, Harold Krumrine, Harold Bachman, Gladys Wildasin, Deb Sponseller, Cindy Graybill,
Lindsey Crawford, Leiland Smtih, Jimmy Bryan, Amber Shaw, Katlyn Stremmel, Danielle Stislicki, Alan
Sterner, Marleigh Myers, Frank & Hazel George, Paul Chronister, Joe Moxley, Donna Spaide, Kim Shultz,
Vicki Creamer, Gordie Sager, Ryan Miller, Brandi Avery, Vickie Gobrecht, Pat Berwager, Gordon Shank,
Nevin & Daryl Raubenstine, Janice Kneller, Carson Giggard, the Norris Family, Leurenna Myers, Rodney
Sponseller, Benjamin Summers, Bobby & Sheila Ireland and grandchild, Carl Gobrecht, Ned Coates, George
Morningstar and Sherry Shaffer. In the military service: Ryan Baummer, Marcus Gobrecht, Shea Mumma,
Mark Reever, Joshua Mummert, Alex Berwager and Doug Shaffer.
PARTICIPATING IN WORSHIP IN FEBRUARY
Worship Assistant
3 – Liz Kielley
10 – Toni Null
17 – Erin Gobrecht
24 – Glenn Gobrecht
Worship Sound
3 – Brian Butters
10 – Barry Berwager
17 – Shaun Saltzgiver
24 – Brad Neiderer

Scripture Reader
Carrie Hoff
Hailey Kuhn
Sadira Stallings
HOPE
Children’s Message
Pastor
(duringSteve
sermon)
Chris Myers
Deb Leppo
Wendy Fritz

Greeter Ministry:

Acolyte
Screen Presenter
Olivia Wetzel
Katie Higgins
Cade Baumgardner
Heather Bair
Carson Trone
Amy Gobrecht
Jayden Iafrate
Ruth Neiderer
Children’s Time
Lindsey Crawford and Karen Cramer
Chris Myers and Diane Buvia
Ruth Neiderer and Heather Bair
Eileen Becker and Kim Becker

February – Ted and Eileen Becker
March – Chuck Bock and Brenda Warehime

OPPORTUNITIES TO SPONSOR
IN FEBRUARY
Sunday bulletins @ $10.00/Sunday
All dates open
Altar Flowers: If you are interested in
sponsoring altar flowers for a worship
service, see guideline paper in hallway
or contact Ruth Neiderer. The flowers
can be sponsored any Sunday

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAY
2/02 – Leurenna Myers
2/07 – Jeffrey Fritz
2/15 – Wanda Gerber
2/15 – Patricia Gobrecht
2/22 – Debra Mumma
2/24 – Karen Amoss
2/24 – Julia Mummert
2/26 – David Schnell
2/26 – Carroll Wilson

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
MARCH BIRTHDAYS
4/03 – Glenn Feltch
3/03 – Diana Hnat
4/06 – Sheila Raubenstine
3/07 – Lorraine Bolden
4/06 – Jacqueline Redding
3/07 – Dale Gerber
4/07 – Russell Bolden
3/07 – Jane Sneeringer
4/13 – Barb Butler
3/11 – Stephanie Beyer
4/15 – Mildred Raubenstine*
3/11 – Judy Mummert
4/25 – Ruth Neiderer
3/12 – Bruce Smith
*shut-in
3/13 – Donald Frock
3/18 – Eileen Becker
3/18 – Toni Null
3/19 – Nevin Raubenstine, Jr.
3/23 – Ned Sterner
3/24 – William Helwig
3/26 – Carl Gobrecht
3/29 – Bradley Neiderer
3/31 – Nevin Raubenstine
SPIRITUAL HABITS OF HEALTH As part of our 175th Anniversary Celebration of St. Bartholomew’s, we
will be exploring a variety of spiritual disciplines that can enhance our physical, emotional and spiritual health.
While spiritual disciplines are not required as “good works” for our salvation they can be better viewed as
exercises for the mind and body through worship, Word, prayer, and community. Each workshop will explore
various ways to stretch our spiritual muscles. We will be diving deeper into Simplicity, Fasting, Meditation,
Lectio Divina, Prayer, Silence, Solitude, Personal Reflection and Christian Yoga as a spiritual discipline. Join
us for one or each of the six workshops throughout the year that will help build spiritual habits that will remain
for the next 175 years or more at St. Bartholomew’s. Contact Carrie Hoff at 443-974-1738 or
carrieahoff@outlook.com for more information.
A SEMINARY TRIP has been planned for February 13th from 9 am to 2 pm. We will leave from St. B’s at
8:15 am. There will be a tour of the United Lutheran Seminary – Gettysburg Campus, Holy Communion
Service, lunch and a tour of the Seminary Ridge Museum. The cost is $15 per person, which covers lunch and
the tour of museum. Please make checks payable to “St. Bartholomew’s United Church” with “Tour” in the
memo area. There is a sign-up sheet in the hallway, along with an envelope to place payment in. Please sign up
by February 10th.
SCOUT’S PINEWOOD DERBY will be held at the West Manheim Township Building on
February 23, 4-6pm. St. Bart's congregation is invited to attend as spectators, or participate
in adult races after Scout races. Cost for adults to participate is $15, which includes the car
kit and entry into a 50/50 raffle. Adults wishing to participate should email Shawn
Lupinacci at lupy1234@gmail.com by 2/9, or can reach out to Lindsey Meyer in church or
via phone at 717-759-1256.
WOMEN OF THE CHURCH (WELCA) will meet at Homewood in the Creekside activities
building at 1:00 pm on Tuesday, February 26th. All women are welcome. For a ride, Call
Marlene. 717-637-0185.
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER will be held at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, West Chestnut St., in
Hanover on Friday, March 1st, at 1:30 pm. The service is written by the women of Slovenia. This is
an ecumenical service of prayer and worship for peace around the world. All ae welcome.
DAY OF RENEWAL Our church will host the next WELCA Day of Renewal on Saturday, May 11, 2019.
This is a one-day retreat for women and will be led by Rev. Zimmann, wife of the Pastor who substituted here
for Pastor Steve when he was on Sabbatical. Please mark that date on your calendar. Don’t miss this
opportunity for nearby refreshment to your faith and spirit.

FREE CHRISTIAN YOGA CLASSES St. Bartholomew's offers free yoga to our members and
everyone in our community. The instructor, Carrie, integrates a Christian spiritual intention
throughout the exercise so that the class also brings a peaceful, insightful experience. Classes are on
Wednesdays at 5:30 pm and Thursdays at 9:00 am.
CELEBRATING 175 YEARS During our worship service on January 13th, we looked back to what a service
here may have looked like during the time frame 1844 – 1884. At the beginning of the service Sarah Myers,
our historian, made the following remarks:
It's with great joy that today we get to remember and celebrate the history of St. Bartholomew's church. One
hundred and seventy five years ago, church services here would have been held in German and this tradition
continued through the early twentieth century. The church, its congregation, and the local area have undergone
many changes during this time, but a few core qualities remain the same. We are a group dedicated to serving
God and our community, near and far. We honor the past and reach towards a vibrant future. This historical
service represents the earliest years of this church's history, 1844 to 1884.
Let's imagine the what life was like in 1844. In 1844, the nation was still young; it was only 68 years
after the Declaration of Independence. John Tyler was the 10th president of the United States. York County,
Pennsylvania had 47,000 residents in 1840 as compared to the 446,000 residents of today. The area was very
rural and settled by many German-speaking immigrants who came to Pennsylvania as farmers. Whether
Lutheran or Reformed, religion was a critical part of their culture and it was not unusual for these believers to
share church buildings.
In May 1844, Frederick and Elizabeth Bachman deeded representatives of the Lutheran and German
Reformed congregations, Jacob Utz and John Miller, about one acre of land. A church was constructed with a
union church being dedicated on Sunday, August 25, 1844. There are no photos of this first church, but it was
described as being built of logs and weather-board with seating on three sides and an elevated pulpit on the
fourth. The choir sat opposite the pulpit. In the earliest records available, communion happened twice a year,
in spring and fall. In 1845, the Lutheran congregation had 50 individuals take communion and in 1849, the
German Reformed congregation had 29 people take communion. Traveling ministers were shared amongst
several congregations, taking turns visiting and providing inspired sermons on an reoccurring basis.
The first church burnt to the ground on the afternoon of Monday, July 14, 1879 when nearby
Geating's Mill caught fire during the oats harvest and wind carried embers 200 yards to the roof of the church.
Led by Henry Haas, a new, two story church of brick was constructed over the next two years. On Thursday,
May 26, 1881 a new church was dedicated. The cost was $3,625.16 and required the use of 67,150 bricks. This
church sat about 75 feet from today's front door in the parking area and the doors faced east toward the
cemetery. The main floor was used for services and the lower level was used for Sunday School and Christian
Endeavor. The sanctuary seating was divided into four sections, women with children, men, young women, and
young men. We recreate that separation today for this service. By the 1880s, the Lutheran congregation had
about 125 members, while the Reformed had about 75 members. A bell tower was later added in 1890.
The members of this early church were thinking of us all those years ago. When they rebuilt the
church after the fire, they created a time capsule in their new church's corner stone which included a Bible, a
Lutheran and Reformed Catechism, and Lutheran Church newspaper and a German reformed newspaper. These
items were transferred to this church's corner stone when this church was constructed in 1935 leaving a lasting
remembrance of those who came before. Those items and their memories are a part of us today. Today we
remember a dedicated group of neighbors came together all those years ago to worship, give thanks, and
praise. Today, we do the same.
FEBRUARY’S SPECIAL ENVELOPE OFFERING will benefit HACC’s Cold Weather
Shelter.
THANK YOU! December’s special envelope offering collected $814 for Lutheran Disaster Response –
Hurricane Relief.

HELPING HANDS MINISTRY This ministry provides care, support and many services to our church family
who are in need. If you are in need of assistance, please read the list of services posted on our bulletin boards.
Examples of services provided are small home repairs, limited yard work, picking up prescriptions,
transportation to appointments and much more. All you need to do is contact the church secretary if you or
another member needs assistance. If you are interested in being a volunteer for this ministry, see Judy
Mummert.
HANOVER AREA COUNCIL OF CHURCHES NEEDS IN FEBRUARY
PAL
Brown Sugar, Scalloped or Au gratin Potatoes, Juice 64 fl oz., Dawn dish detergent
CLOTHING BANK Toothpaste, Toothbrush, Male & Female deodorant
CHANGING LIVES SHELTER Disinfectant wipes, Woman’s Socks, Men’s Deodorant
RUTH’S HARVEST
All single serving please! Single Serve Vegetables and Entrees
Weekly Prayer Requests:
Week of February 3 – Community Needs Comm.
Week of February 10 – Executive Committee

Week of February 17 – Faith-at-Work Ministry
Week of February 24 – Finance Committee

HANOVER CARES: HOUSE THE HOMELESS MARATHON will take place
on Feb. 7th and 8th on WHVR 1280 AM. Hanover Area Council of Churches is
asking for anyone who can come and be on the air with them who has talent
singing, playing an instrument etc. and would like to help them reach their goal of
$10,0000. If you have a talent and want to be a part of Hanover Cares please give
the HACC office a call at 717-655-6353. (Feb. 7th – Noon through the 7 pm hour
and Feb. 8th – 8:00 am through the 3:00 pm hour.)
REPORT FROM CHURCH COUNCIL
(January 10, 2019)

Thank you notes received from: Lutheran Advocacy, House of Hope, Lutheran World Relief Quilt and Shipping
Fund, YWCA, WELCA, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, Golden Visions and Pastor Steve.
Council Officers were nominated: Carl Bachman – President, David Hoff (Vice President) pending his
approval, Wendy Fritz – Secretary. Family Camp at Nawakwa fundraiser requests: Hoss’s, Shultz’s Deli,
Fastnacht Sale. Use of church sanctuary on May 18th by Westminster Ringers was approved. Copies of full
minutes are available in the hallway.
INCLEMENT WEATHER In case our worship needs to be cancelled due to weather
conditions, the cancellation announcement can be found on our web page at www.stbarthanoverpa.org. An email will also be sent to everyone that currently receives the Newsletter
by email. If you miss these announcements, you may call any council member for information
or the Pastor at 717-476-9171.
GO GREEN Our newsletter is available online. If you would like to “go green” and receive the
newsletter and calendar via email, please contact the church office at 717 632-1952 or by email at
stbartchurch@comcast.net. Thanks!

Stewardship 2018
Stewardship can be consciously defined as: "Utilizing and managing all resources God provides for the glory
of God and the betterment of His creation." Christian giving is a responsive act. It represents gratitude to God.
It is a spiritual discipline that reminds us who we are and whose we are.
The Stewardship Committee recommended to council the Mission Support distribution for the year 2018. The
amount of $13,165.80 is a combination of interest earned from the Mission Endowment Fund, Thrivent Choice
Dollars and the Community Aid bin.
1.
Konde Diocese ..................................................... $1000.00
2.
Margaret Rineer ................................................... $500.00
3.
Life Skills Unlimited ........................................... $1000.00
4.
North Star Initiative (North Star) ......................... $1000.00
5.
TrueNorth ............................................................ $1000.00
6.
Amazing Kids Club (TrueNorth) ......................... $915.80
7.
Always being made New (LSS) .......................... $1000.00
8.
New Hope Ministries ........................................... $1000.00
9.
LAMPa ................................................................ $500.00
10.
She’s Somebody’s Daughter................................ $500.00
11.
Golden Vision ...................................................... $1000.00
12.
Safe Home ........................................................... $500.00
13.
House of Hope ..................................................... $500.00
14.
Olivia’s House ..................................................... $500.00
15.
Pleasant Hill Fire Co ............................................ $400.00
16.
Salvation Army .................................................... $300.00
17.
Red Cross ............................................................. $300.00
18.
Hoffman Home Holiday Gift Program ................ $300.00
19.
ELCA Good Gifts ................................................ $950.00
I Peter 4:10 “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace.”
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

KONDE DIOCESE Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania – With over four million members the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania is
one of the largest Lutheran church bodies in Africa.
MISSIONARY KIDS MINISTRY (MKM) – Margaret Rineer was led by the Lord to pioneer Missionary Kids Ministry (MKM), a “Home Away
from Home” for high school and college students whose parents are serving the Lord overseas.
LIFE SKILLS UNLIMITED – Purpose is to integrate into mainstream society consumers with a mental health or mental retardation diagnosis
throughout PA. Providing life skills and social activities teaching interaction with others.
NORTH STAR INITIATIVE – A movement known as Lancaster Initiative against human trafficking formed by Christians with a heart to combat
modern day slavery. Their focus is the restoration and after care with the opening of a home called The Harbor.
TRUENORTH WELLNESS – TrueNorth Wellness Services is a treatment facility in Hanover which specializes in substance abuse services.
THE AMAZING KIDS CLUB. – The Club in Hanover is designed as either a stand-alone program or a supplement to other more intense forms of
treatment for Hanover kids suffering from development disorders normally associated with the Autism Spectrum and other disabilities.
Always being made New – The Campaign for the ELCA is our opportunity to invest in the future of this church, deepen relationships and expand
ministry opportunities that serve our neighbors and communities in the United States and around the world.
NEW HOPE MINISTRIES, Hanover PA – This is a Christian social service agency that shows the love and hope of Christ by serving our neighbors
in times of need and supporting their efforts towards stability.
LAMPa – ELCA advocacy LAMPa, works for change in public policy based on the experience of Lutheran ministries, programs and projects around
the world and in communities across the United States. We work through political channels on behalf of the following biblical values: peacemaking,
hospitality to strangers, care for creation, and concern for people living in poverty and struggling with hunger and disease.
SHE’S SOMEBODY’S DAUGHTER – Our primary focus is awareness, conversation about what it means to honor women, and to educate the
general public about the issues related to pornography, sex trafficking and sexual abuse.
GOLDEN VISIONS – They provide Adult Day Services in Hanover for individuals that are physically impaired or are limited by the ability to
function independently in the community and at home.
SAFE HOME – Recognizing the fact that domestic violence is a serious issue, the Safe Home Program was founded by YWCA Hanover.
HOUSE OF HOPE – The House of Hope, Glen Rock PA, has touched hundreds of lives and encouraged others to believe that their life is important.
This work is based upon Biblical principles, proven to provide both workable and successful solutions in restoring troubled teens and their families.
OLIVIA’S HOUSE – Olivia's House is a Hanover organization of caregiving professionals and volunteers committed to supporting grieving children.
PLEASANT HILL FIRE CO. – Local volunteer fire company
SALVATION ARMY – The Salvation Army exists to meet human need wherever, whenever, and however.
RED CROSS – Volunteers deliver vital services – from providing relief and support to those in crisis.
HOFFMAN HOME HOLIDAY GIFT PROGRAM – A psychiatric residential treatment for youth, with serious mental health diagnoses/ behavioral
issues as the result of profound trauma, abuse, neglect or loss.
ELCA GOOD GIFTS – provides more than 50 different gift-giving options that grow the church, fight hunger and transform lives. Gifts that change
lives starting at $10. Types: Chicks, Piglets, Pair of Goats, Uniform for a Girl, Water Filters.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S UNITED CHURCH (ELCA)
1204 Grand Valley Road
Hanover, PA 17331
Telephone: (717) 632-1952
Fax: (717) 633-9267
E-mail address: stbartchurch@comcast.net
Website: www.stbart-hanoverpa.org
Rev. Steven E. Thomas, Pastor
Cell phone: 717-476-9171
E-mail address: 3pastorsteve7@gmail.com
Office hours: Wednesdays – 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Mrs. Beth Croney, Office Administrator
Office hours: Tues, Weds and Fri 8:30 am – 2:30 pm
Mrs. Marlene Shilling, Music Coordinator
Ms. Erin Gobrecht, Bell Choir Director
Ms. Erin Gobrecht, H.O.P.E. Coordinator
WORSHIP SERVICES
Worship on Sunday – 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School classes for all ages – 10:30 a.m.
H.O.P.E. Worship He Offers Peace Everyday
Contemporary Style Worship 4th Sunday of each month – 9:00 a.m.

Opportunities to serve the Lord!
Adult Choir and Bells meet every Wednesday
Council meets the second Thursday of each month
Women of the Church meet the last Tuesday of the month
Join the Church/Sunday School orchestra
Membership with the congregation is not required
for participation in any programs of the church.

2019 Council Members
Carl Bachman
Pat Berwager
Chuck Bock
Wendy Fritz
Allen Gobrecht David Hoff
Roger Krumrine Korey Kuhn
Kim Trone

February
Sun

Mon

3

Tue

4

9:00 – Worship/Comm
10:30 – Sunday School
11:15 – Children’s
Choir 1st Gr +

10

5
Scouts Den Meeting
6:30 pm

11

9:00 – Worship
10:30 – Sunday School
11:15 – Children’s
Choir 1st Gr +
11:30 – HOPE Practice
6:00 – Confirmation
St. B’s

17

Wed

24

Visioning Committee
7:00 pm

2

8

9

Yoga 9:00 am
Thrivent Presentation
10:00 am

Special Council
Meeting 7:00 pm
13

14

15

Yoga 9:00 am

20
Yoga 5:30 pm
Choir 6:30 pm
Bells 7:30 pm

25

7

Sat
1

16

Seminary Visit
8:15 am

19

9:00 – Worship/Comm
10:30 – Sunday School
11:15 – Children’s
Choir 1st Gr +
11:30 – HOPE Practice

9:00 – HOPE Worship
10:30 – Sunday School
11:15 – Children’s
Choir 1st Gr +
6:00 – Confirmation
St. David’s

Yoga 5:30 pm
Choir 6:30 pm
Bells 7:30 pm

Fri

Will Preparation
10:00 am

Yoga 5:30 pm
Choir 6:30 pm
Bells 7:30 pm

Worship Comm.
Meeting 7:00 pm
18

6

12
Scouts Den Meeting
6:30 pm

Thu

26

21
Yoga 9:00 am

Yoga 5:30 pm
Choir 6:30 pm
Bells 7:30 pm
PAL

23
Spiritual Habits of
Health Workshop
Simplicity & Fasting
10:00 am

Council Meeting
7:00 pm

27

22

28

Yoga 9:00 am

2019

